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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group II in the reply filed on 4/29/05 is 
acknowledged. The argument is found persuasive and the election requirement 
is hereby withdrawn in view of applicant's arguments. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: "I" in line 3 
needs to be deleted from claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "wherein the first and second placing 
positions of the discharged papers" in lines 1-2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being Toyoki 
by (JP 59-223658). 

Regarding claim 1 , Toyoki teaches a paper guide member (7) which is 
movably disposed between first and second positions (Figure 6 shows pivoting in 
different positions) with respect to a paper discharging direction of the papers to 
be stack the papers discharged from the paper outlet (Figure 4 show discharged 
stacks of paper) and a driving unit (8) to selectively move the paper guide 
member between the first and second positions (Figure 6 shows different 
positions of guide member 7). 

Regarding claim 2, Toyoki teaches wherein the paper guide member (7) is 
pivotably (Constitution, Lines 8-10 and Figure 2B shows the pivot point mounted 
at the discharge) mounted at the paper outlet, when the paper guide member is 
in the first position the papers drop to a first placing position from the paper outlet 
without being guided by the paper guide member(Figure 2A shows when the 
member is not in use the position of the paper) and when the paper guide 
member is in the second position, a lower surface of each of the papers contacts 
the paper guide member to place the papers at a second placing position which 
is further than the first placing position from the paper outlet (Figure 4 shows 
different positions of the paper). 

Regarding claim 3, Toyoki teaches a pivot shaft (10) pivotably supported 
by the paper outlet (Figure 3), a guide panel (7b) supported by the pivot shaft 
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(10) being exposed to an outside of the paper outlet and contacted with the lower 
surface of the papers in the second position (Figure 4 shows different positions of 
paper as it is discharged) and a driving panel (8a) extended in a direction 
perpendicular to the guide panel to pivot in relation to the movement of the 
driving unit being interfered by the driving unit (Figure 6 shows pivoting). 

Regarding claim 5, Toyoki teaches wherein the guide panel comprises a 
pair of panels (7b,8a) formed symmetrically. 

Regarding claim 6, Toyoki teaches wherein the guide panel moves to the 
first position by pivotably falling from the second position due to a weight thereof, 
when the driving unit is turned off (inherent that when solenoid is turned off the 
plate 7 will return to the original position shown in figure 2a). 

Regarding claim 7, Toyoki teaches wherein the paper guide member (7) 
comprises a driving panel (7b) and the driving unit (8a) comprises a solenoid (8) 
to switch on/off to forcibly move the paper guide member to the first and second 
positions by interfering with the driving panel of the paper guide member 
(constitution). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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Claims 4 and 8-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Toyoki by (JP 59-223658) in view of Masaru (JP 58-100059). 

Regarding claims 4,8 and 14, Toyoki teaches the claimed invention with 
the exception of wherein the first and second placing positions of the discharged 
papers are determined according to a length of the paper guide member in the 
paper discharging direction and wherein the first and second stacking positions 
are disposed relative to each other in the discharge position. Masaru teaches an 
apparatus (5) that sorts papers along the length of the guide member (5 and 
Figure) and discharges the papers in first and second stacking positions (Figure). 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention as taught by Toyoki to 
replace the guide thereof with a guide that discharges papers according to the 
length of the guide member as taught by Masaru, since Masaru teaches that it is 
advantageous to store the paper in an orderly manner and to keep it from bad 
running condition. 

Regarding claim 9, Toyoki teaches a driver (8) to selectively move the 
guide between the first and second guide positions. 

Regarding claim 10, Toyoki teaches a shaft (10), a first panel (7b) 
extending from the shaft to guide the discharged papers when the guide is in the 
first guide position (Figure 2A shows first position) and a second panel (8a) 
extending from the shaft to be moved by the driver (8). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Toyoki teaches wherein the first panel (7b) has a 
greater length in a direction perpendicular to the shaft than the second panel (8a) 
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and the first panel moves due to a weight thereof when a force from the driver (8) 
on the second panel is removed. 

Regarding claim 12, Toyoki teaches wherein the discharged papers do not 
contact the guide when the guide is in the second guide position (Figure 4 shows 
that when paper is in position 6b, element 7 is not in contact with the paper). 

Regarding claim 13, Toyoki teaches wherein the driver is a solenoid (8). 

Regarding claim 15, Toyoki teaches claimed invention with the exception 
of the first and second stacking positions being disposed relative to each other 
along the discharge direction. Masaru teaches an apparatus (5) that sorts papers 
along the length of the guide member (5 and Figure) and discharges the papers 
in first and second stacking positions (Figure). It would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the invention as taught by Toyoki to replace the guide thereof with a guide that 
discharges papers according to the length of the guide member as taught by 
Masaru, since Masaru teaches that it is advantageous to store the paper in an 
orderly manner and to keep it from bad running condition. 

Regarding claim 16, Toyoki teaches a drive means for selectively moving 
the stacking means (7,7a) between the first and second guide positions. 

Regarding claim 17, Toyoki teaches a shaft (10), a first panel (7b) 
extending from the shaft to guide the discharged papers when the stacking 
means is in the first guide position (Figure 2A shows first position) and a second 
panel (8a) extending from the shaft to be moved by the driver (8). 
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Regarding claim 18, Toyoki teaches a sorting means(7,7a,8b) for sorting 
the discharged papers comprising a stacking means for stacking the discharged 
papers in first and second stacking positions the first and second stacking 
positions being disposed relative to each other along the discharge direction 
(Figure 4 shows different positions of the stacked paper) and a moving means (8) 
for selectively moving the stacking means between first and second guide 
positions (Figure 6 shows different positions of element 7) to respectively stack 
the discharged papers in the first and second stacking positions (Figure 4 shows 
different stacking positions). However, he does not explicitly disclose a 
discharging means for discharging papers having images formed thereon in a 
discharge direction. 

Masaru teaches an apparatus (5) that sorts papers along the length of the 
guide member (5 and Figure) and discharges the papers in first and second 
stacking positions (Figure). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention as taught by Toyoki 
to replace the guide thereof with a guide that discharges papers according to the 
length of the guide member as taught by Masaru, since Masaru teaches that it is 
advantageous to store the paper in an orderly manner and to keep it from bad 
running condition. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Marissa L Ferguson whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2163. The examiner can normally be reached on (M-T) 
6:30am-4:00pm and every other(F) 7:30am-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 

examiner's supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 

is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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Examiner 

Art Unit 2854 
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